Patriot Press - 2nd Quarter

Hello TJ families,
We have had a very eventful second quarter here at Thomas Jefferson!
We continued with our schoolwide theme of “Choose Kind.” We looked for students to be Respectful and
Trustworthy during the months of October & November, and each class chose winners to be recognized. This will
continue next semester as well!
Many of our grade levels took field trips, and we had many guests come and speak to our students too!
We held a very nice Veterans Day assembly in which we honored those who have served and continue to do so for
our great country.
Our teachers invited parents in during Parent-Teacher Conferences to discuss current progress of students. Teachers
discussed strengths and ways to assist them in the classroom.
Our PTO continued holding tremendous events such as Trunk or Treat, Family Fitness, Grand Night and our Mother
-Son Superhero Event. If you have not yet joined our PTO, please do so for the low cost of $5.
Mr. Anderson not only had our students sing and honor our veterans but also kicked off our concert season with a
very nice Thanksgiving/Fall performance with our 3rd graders. This continued with our 4th/5th graders taking their
turn on December 13th followed by our auditions for the musical, Peter Pan on 12/17.
Our Media Center will look quite a bit different come summer as our Board of Education approved the addition of a
nice mural on its wall.
Be sure to follow TJ on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. And don’t forget to check out Mr. Anderson’s twominute talks!
Our Art Club will be starting up soon for our upper grades, and our Yoga Club will also be available for our younger
grades next semester.
The School Improvement team began to examine our school as a whole and see in which areas we could improve.
One of the areas identified was having parents in our building more. We now invite parents/guardians to come in
and have lunch with their child, and we have positive male role models in to volunteer as part of our Watch D.O.G.S
program. Please do not hesitate to reach out if you are interested in volunteering or just have a question.
Our mission “is to ensure each student develops the capacity to thrive as a learner by providing positive educational
experiences in a safe, supportive, and responsive environment.”
Principal Anthony Pape

Kindergarteners have been working on non-fiction texts. We did a shared research project on penguins and
wrote our own books about them We also studied holiday traditions around the world. Students created a
passport which highlighted some of the main ideas of different holidays. They also participated in some fun
interdisciplinary activities connected to science, social studies, art, reading, and writing. In math, kindergarteners learned about addition and subtraction and were able to practice their
subtraction skills through Subtraction Bowling and other math games!

To wrap up our non-fiction unit on bats, 1st grade had an in-school field trip
where they brought live bats and also a skunk! The students loved this. They
learned so much information that day and were amazed seeing these animals up
close. First grade also took part in their annual Polar Express Day and made
their reindeer Tshirts, which have become a 1st grade tradition here at TJ.

We have been quite busy here in 2nd
grade! 2nd quarter will filled with
may exciting activities! During the
month of December, we traveled
around the world and learned how
different parts of the world celebrate
the holiday season. The children enjoyed sharing their own holiday
traditions as well! We also engaged in a variety of reindeer based
activities during our reindeer games day. The children enjoyed
visiting each 2nd grade classroom and participating in different
reindeer themed activities.
In 3rd grade, we visited Joliet Junior College to view their planetarium for our solar
system unit and tour their one-room schoolhouse. In November, our 3rd graders had
a chance to rotate through various activities including STEM activities, a Kahoot
multiplication game on the laptops, a solar system scavenger hunt, and multiplication
bingo to review some of our 2nd quarter skills. We also had our 3rd grade music
program this quarter!

2nd quarter has flown by for 4th grade! We have been studying our Southeast Region in Social Studies. Students also wrote informative papers in
writing and practiced using nonfiction resources during Language Arts.
We have continued to build skills in multiplication and also division as we have
ended the quarter. The students have been using technology in the classroom as
we have additional laptops this year! We also had a great music concert and assembly about mindfulness!

Fifth grade has had a very busy quarter. We visited the
Kendall County Harris Forest Preserve and learned about
ecosystems that are found in Illinois. An author, John
Madormo, spoke with us about the creative process of
writing a story. The Will County Forest Preserve District
came to TJ for two different presentations. One presentation provided information on owls and gave the students
the opportunity to dissect owl pellets in order to explore
the food chain. Another presenter brought in items found
in nature and asked the students to elaborate on how
they may have been used by Native Americans. Mindy
Jackson, from the Plainfield Library, discussed the roles
played by America’s founding fathers. Jon Mazur brought
in many artifacts from the Civil War to share with the fifth
grade. In addition to our in-school field trips, students
also celebrated Halloween and winter break and attended
their fifth-grade concert this quarter.

The four ESL teachers have continued to push
into and pull from classrooms throughout our school
to support students’ language comprehension.
Beginning in January, we will begin our ACCESS testing to assess all
of the progress students have made in their listening, speaking, reading,
and writing abilities. Scores will be provided to school administration
near the end of the year to inform placement recommendations moving
forward.
Also, in an effort to promote cultural competency in the
building, the ESL staff held a small Day of the Dead
celebration with other staff members in which we shared
pan de muerto and had an ofrenda table. Facts about Day of
the Dead were placed in the hallway for students as well.

The FBI primary classrooms have also
been very busy this quarter. Ms.
French’s classroom has gone to Culvers, the Pumpkin Patch, and Jewel to work on the new Community Based Instruction Program. Ms. Andrade’s class
went to the library and will soon be going to Jewel.
Students are also learning how to prepare
simple meals and are working on trying new
foods. Some skills students have practiced
are spreading, dipping, and mixing. Many
of our students are very excited when it is
their turn to cook! We can’t wait for many

ART:

Art to Remember art fundraiser has been delivered to the
students. Thank you to all that purchased art to support
the TJ art program!
Our 4th & 5th grade students did a wonderful job on their art projects for
their fine arts night! Congratulations for a job well done.
Art Club is starting in January for the 4th & 5th grade artists chosen for the
club. I look forward to working with these amazing artists!!
The art room is looking for parent volunteers for occasional projects
throughout the year. If you are interested, please sign up with the Remind
and use code: helptjart. Thank you!!

Music: The world of music at TJ has been full of

awesome opportunities. At the end of November
we had the 3rd grade concert which was a great
success. On December 13th we had our 4th and 5th grade concert which
went off without a hitch. And we finished the quarter off with Peter
Pan Jr. auditions where we had 110 students audition! That is the l
argest we have ever had!

Tips from the Reading Specialists……
When reading with your child follow this simple strategy

Pause, Prompt, Praise !!
PAUSE: If your child comes to a tricky word, give your child a chance to identify the word. When a child
makes an error or stops because of difficulty with reading material, wait for about 5 seconds before intervening. The intent is to allow a child a bit of time to make an independent move such as rereading or selfcorrection. Time for reflection about a possible choice of strategy is important in developing student independence.

PROMPT: If you child does not continue: Ask, “What can you do?” Then hint: *Look at the picture.
*Check the first letter. *Think about the story. *Think about what would make sense. *Go back to the
beginning. *Does it look right? *Does it sound right? *Does it make sense?
PRAISE: Praise when your child reads well!!! Say, “I like the way you read that.” Praise when your child
self corrects. Say, “You knew that word did not say ______. You fixed it yourself.” Good praise is specific.
Praise may be given for new and independent problem solving.

PE and Health:

This quarter we had successful “Family Fitness Nights” where families
came to do fun workouts with us and the PTO! Keep an eye out for more of
these each month!
Our 3rd, 4th, and 5th, graders did an amazing job at the first round of fitness
testing! Students participated in a sit and reach test on hamstring flexibility, the pacer test for cardiovascular endurance, a curl up test, and a push
up test! Friday Fitness is also a great opportunity for these 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders who have
signed up to come and get an extra workout in! We have had a great turn-out so far!
Right now, our students of all ages have been enjoying basketball related games, skills, and
activities! Elk’s Hoop shoot was also a blast as students age 8 through 11 who signed up competed in free throw shots at our school level competition. We have some super-stars here at TJ! 120
students participated and 58 advanced to the next level of competition!
Kids Heart Challenge is coming to Thomas Jefferson! Our kick off assembly
will be February 1st! We are excited to help raise money for the American
Heart Association once again and to help students learn about living a heart
healthy lifestyle.
Reminder: As we are in winter with cold and snowy weather many students come to school with boots. We are seeing many students without a
change of gym shoes for their PE class. Please help remind them to bring
their gym shoes with on their PE days!

Thomas Jefferson was so excited to welcome Author Susan
Verde on December 11th! She presented to all 3rd -5th
graders about mindfulness. Here is her link.
https://www.susanverde.com/susans-books
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