
Patriot Press - 1st Quarter 

 

Hello TJ families, 

We have had a very busy first quarter here at Thomas Jefferson! 

We kicked off our year with our school wide theme of “Choose Kind.” We promote this each day with the students 

and encourage them to be kind and respectful to themselves, one another, and the staff.  

Amy Logan came in as our guest speaker and held 2 assemblies to help us promote our theme to go along with her 

book “The Girl with a Cape.”  

Our students worked hard on our first round of iReady testing and these scores were sent home in September!  

Our Intervention Team and teachers looked at these results and determined which students would benefit from some 

extra reading and/or math assistance and they receive this throughout their week here.  

Our PTO is absolutely amazing and has held such great events like Movie Night, Candy Bingo, and Family Fitness. 

If you have not yet joined, please do so! We also look forward to seeing everyone at Trunk or Treat on                    

Friday, October 26th!  

Our 2nd and 3rd grade both represented our school very well on their own field trips. Our 2nd grade took a walk 

with our PE teachers to our local fire department and 3rd Grade visited the Kendall County Forest Preserve.  

Our own Ms. Zettek has completely transformed our playground to create a Friendly Recess experience for all of our 

students. If you haven’t seen it yet, please come take a look.  

We also have jumped into the 21st-century and now have Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter accounts for you to   

follow. Be sure to check out Mr. Anderson’s two minute talks as well!  

Two 5th grade students have started our school’s very own Kindness Klub.  This is an opportunity for students to 

promote kindness all throughout our school. They have done this by creating signs, helping teachers, and working 

with our FBI classrooms.  

Yearbook Club has also started up and students are assisting Mrs. Poston in taking pictures of our events for our 

school’s yearbook.  

I cannot stress enough how much the support of our parent community is necessary in our process of helping your 

children succeed. Please do not hesitate to reach out if you are interested in helping out or just have a question.  

Finally, our school has our own Mission Statement now and it will be posted all throughout our building and states:  

The mission of Thomas Jefferson Elementary is to ensure each student develops the capacity to thrive as a 

learner by providing positive educational experiences in a safe, supportive, and responsive environment.   

 

Principal Anthony Pape 



 

The first graders did a STEM team building activity with cup stacking.  They 
had to work as a team to make a pyramid without touching the cups with their 
hands and using only a few limited supplies.  The students did an amazing job 
working together and were very creative at figuring out ways to complete this 
task! 

On October 9, first grade got a visit from a fireman.  He came to our     
classes and discussed the importance of fire safety.   The students learned 
all about making an escape plan, the importance of smoke alarms, stop, drop, 
and roll, and also got to see all of the gear a fireman wears.  They really   
enjoyed this! 

Thomas Jefferson kindergarteners have had a busy and exciting 

first quarter.  For some of them, this has been their first school  

experience and we are so proud of how well they have adjusted.  

They are working hard on learning their letters and numbers,     

but they are also learning how to be a good friend and how to 

work with others, even when they might disagree.   

We had a special guest visitor last week!  Fireman Monfre, who   

is the dad of one of our kindergarteners, came to share with us 

about Fire Safety!  Thank you Fireman Monfre! 



    We are off to a great start here 

in second grade!  We have settled in and have enjoyed 

getting to know one another.  We engaged in a variety of 

fun activities this quarter.  We took a walking field trip to 

Joliet Fire Station #10.  This correlated with our 

unit on community helpers as well as the fire 

safety unit in health.  The children enjoyed 

learning all about the day in the life of a fire fighter.  Officer 

Reiter also came in this quarter to talk about how he helps out 

in our community.  We even had Plainfield mayor, 

Mike Collins, and superintendent, Dr. Abrell, stop by 

and talk to us about their roles in our community!  

We ended the quarter with a field trip to the Plain-

field library.  The children took a tour of the building, 

learned about how to get a library card, and even listened to a story.  We 

ended the quarter celebrating the 50th day of school with a 50s day    

celebration! We can’t wait to see what second quarter brings! 

3rd Grade learned all about animals during our first quarter science unit. In social studies, we     
focused on map skills and learned about the continents and major oceans. We have also been   
learning about expository/informational writing. In math, our 3rd graders have been working hard 
to master multiplication facts. Lastly, we took our first field trip to the Harris Forest Preserve to 
learn about animal adaptations, especially relating to bird beaks. The   students had a great time   
exploring through hands-on activities and bird watching with binoculars! 



Fourth graders have had a great start to the year!  They started off with 

learning about the states and capitals of our Northeast Region. They also 

have been investigating force and motion in our Science unit.  Students 

have practiced grammar through the use of scoots and cooperative learning 

games. They are also working hard on personal narratives and building 

stamina through math fact practice. One of our favorite events was the Girl 

With a Cape presentation. It highlighted how small acts of kindness make a 

huge difference! 

Fifth grade has had a fantastic first quarter.  They 
worked with microscopes while learning about 
cells during science.  Native Americans and early 
explorers were topics of discussion during social 
studies.  In math, the fifth grade has been working 
on multiplication of whole numbers and decimal 
numbers.  In language arts, they have been 
writing narratives and reading novels as well as 
fiction and non-fiction articles.  They particularly 
enjoyed the Girl with a Cape presentation which 
helped to kick off our year of Choose Kind. 



On the ESL Team we have 4 amazing teachers:  Mrs. Salgado, Mrs. Delaney, Mrs. Morris, and Mr. Franzen. With these 

teachers comes many years of experience. Mrs. Salgado has been teaching for 10 years, Mrs. Delaney has been a teacher for 19 

years, Mrs. Morris with 22 years of experience in teaching, and Mr. Franzen joined our team this year with 4 years of experience. 

We are a very talented group. 

This quarter we enjoyed connecting with our ESL families at our Annual ESL Breakfast in September. Thank you to the families that 

took time out of your busy schedules to come and meet us and learn about your child’s ESL program. Some of the topics we       

discussed were how a child qualifies for ESL, what your child’s services look like, ACCESS testing, and ASSESS scores.     

We continue to build your students English Proficiency daily through Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing as we meet with 

them daily.  In conclusion, in the end of January your child will be taking the ACCESS test to show us their Language Proficiency  

level growth.  

Continue to read with your child nightly in your native language or English to build their skills. When you are finished reading ask 

them questions about the story. Enjoy!                                                                              

Hello! My name is Anna 
French and I am the FBI 
Primary teacher. This is my 
second year teaching but 
my first in this district! Last 
year, I was a 4th grade  
special education co-
teacher in Berwyn. I gradu-
ated from Northern Illinois 
University and earned my 
degree in Special Education 
in 2017. I am a huge Cubs 
fan and love going to 
Wrigley Field as much as 
possible. Also, I love DIY 
projects and refinishing 
furniture. I am so excited to 
be a part of the Thomas 
Jefferson family!  

Beth Ciszek Intermediate FBI 

teacher. This is my 17th year 

in this district and all the 

years I have taught  either in 

the FBI program and 9 years 

as a home bound instructor. I 

have my Undergrad in Special 

Education from NIU and my 

Master in Special Education 

from GSU. I have been     

married for 11 years and 

have 2 kids (Sami 10, Tyler 

8).  My family loves to go 

camping and go to Walt Dis-

ney World. Our kids keep us 

busy since our daughter is a 

level 4 competitive gymnast 

and our son play in-house   

hockey with the Joliet Jaguars.  

Shannon Prette teaches FBI  

intensive intermediate at  T.J.  

This is her second year at T.J., 

and her 14th + year of teach-

ing.  She obtained her LBS 1 

from The University of St. Fran-

cis and her Type 03 certification 

from Loyola University.  In    

addition, she has a bachelor’s 

equivalent degree. She has 

taught primary general educa-

tion and has worked with     

students who have special 

needs for the past 13 years,.  

Outside of T.J. Shannon  enjoys 

traveling , yoga and spending 

time with her 5 nieces and 

nephews.  

My name is Alyssa Andrade, and 

I’m teaching in the K-2 Intensive 

Program classroom this year. I 

graduated from Illinois State     

University in May of 2016 with a 

Bachelor of Science in Education. 

My educator license is in special 

education – learning behavior   

specialist 1 (LBS1). I currently am 

obtaining my master’s degree in 

Applied Behavior Analysis with an 

emphasis in autism at Ball State 

University. I recently moved to the 

Plainfield area with my fiancé this 

past year. I am looking forward to 

working in the Plainfield communi-

ty at Thomas Jefferson this year.  



PE and Health: 

Kindergarten, first, and second grade has been practicing locomotor skills. 

(Things like skip, gallop, bear crawl, crab walk, and jogging) First and second 

graders are also learning their soccer skills! The third, fourth and fifth graders 

reviewed their soccer skills and get to play in fun and friendly soccer games. The 

fourth and fifth graders even got to use Aux Sable’s fields with real goals! Soccer 

was a blast! Our Current unit is Volleyball! 

Students in FBI rotate through fun stations in PE that incorporate fine and gross motor skills while having fun 

moving their bodies! New stations will come out monthly! 

In Health class second grade got a special treat! We did a walking field trip to the fire station after learning 

about community helpers and fire safety in health. We got a sneak peak into what it is like to be a firefighter, 

where they stay at the station, and how they help our community! 

A few other reminders: 

Friday Fitness has started!!! This is an on-going event for Third through Fifth graders who would like to get 

some exercise from 8am to 8:45am! Forms have gone home with students who expressed interest, but we 

have more permission slips with a list of dates if anyone is still interested or lost their form!  

We are also doing our Annual TCBY Fundraiser! Everyone loves some frozen yogurt!! Money raised at this 

event will help us throw an AWESOME field day event for the kiddos here at Thomas Jefferson, so eat up and 

enjoy! More Information to come! 

Tips from the Reading Specialists…… 
 

Intervention groups are up and running! Here are some decoding strategies to 
use with your child to help with some tricky words while reading books. 



ART:  
Students are working on their Art To Remember fundraiser projects right 
now!  Order forms will be sent out around November 9th, orders due          
November 16th, and product will be shipped here the week of                    
December 13th in time for the holidays.  More information to come! 

Kindergarten (1st quarter): Students are creating self portraits and learning how to draw their faces 
realistically.  Ask them to tell you about the iris, pupil and sclera! 
 

1st grade: Students are creating giraffes and learning how to mix primary colors to make secondary 
colors. Did you know the two things sticking out of a giraffe's head are called ossicones?!  We didn't, 
but we looked it up. Ossicones are made out of cartilage.  
 

2nd grade: Students are traveling with me back in time to create vintage campers.  They are        
designing their campers using shapes, colors and lines.  Ask them to tell you about horizontal,      
diagonal and vertical lines. 
 

3rd grade: Students are creating amazing owls!  They are using lines, shapes, and patterns as part 
of their designs and coloring using complementary and neutral colors.  Ask them to show you how to 
draw a quick color wheel and how to identify complementary colors. Hint: the clue word is ACROSS.  
 

4th grade: Students are creating crayon chameleons using the intermediate color wheel.  Ask them 
art math P+S=I. (primary plus secondary = intermediate).  They are color wheel experts and can 
show you! 
 

5th grade: Students are making beautiful peacocks! They are reviewing many art concepts from 
previous years and enjoying the freedom to color their projects in many ways by leading their own 
designs.  Colored pencils, crayons, watercolor paint, water color pencils, markers...so many options! 
I can't wait to see their finished projects! 

 

 

 

Music: We are working hard on our 
new curriculum outcomes. The pillars 
of our curriculum are Create,         
Perform, Respond, and connect.         
 
3rd-5th grade are entering concert 
preparation mode and K-2nd are   
working on a cute fall project that will 
be displayed in the hallway starting in  

              a week or two.  


