
Thomas Jefferson 2nd Quarter Happenings 

Mrs. Amy’s class has had a very active and educational quarter! At the beginning of the   

second quarter we went to the Pumpkin Farm to wrap up our farm unit. The class explored 

their pumpkins by measuring their size, discussing their color and how the outside felt. 

Throughout the quarter the children have been learning how to cook using different     

methods. This quarter we cooked using the microwave and the toaster. More recently, we 

have been preparing for our next community trip to the library. We have been accessing the 

building media center and practicing library expectations.  

Dear TJ families,  

 “Choose Kind” was an ongoing theme during second quarter as our older 

students read the book Wonder and some of our families went to see the movie 

as well. Our daily morning announcements included a kindness quote and 

teachers led many conversations with students about our school and class-

room expectations for how we treat others. As a school, we even ordered 

“Choose Kind” t-shirts. We have had the opportunity to watch our TJ students 

choose kind words and actions throughout this quarter. We are proud to say we 

“Choose Kind”!  

 On behalf of all of the TJ staff, we thank you so much for your kind words, 

gifts, and positive messages in making sure we feel appreciated and valued 

during the holiday season and throughout the year. We are looking forward to a 

fantastic 2018! 

         - Ms. Smith 



First grade had a unique in-school field trip 

this fall.  We had a live bat and skunk visit 

our school.  We were able to learn all about 

these animals and also get to see them up 

close.  Some of us even got to touch them!  It 

has also been a very exciting holiday season 

in 1st grade.  We had a fabulous time on our 

field trip to JJC to see a play.  The kids really 

enjoyed this!  After the play we painted   

reindeer shirts and the students were very 

excited to get to wear these.  We also had  a 

fun-filled Polar Express Day, in which we 

linked our academics all around the Polar 

Express.  We even kicked it off with Ms. 

Smith reading the story to all the first      

graders.  We can’t wait to see all that we   

will learn in the second half of first grade! 

Kindergarten really got into the holiday spirit in December!  We studied holiday traditions around the world.  Students 

created a passport which highlighted some of the main ideas of different holidays.  They also participated in some fun 

interdisciplinary  activitIes connected to science, social studies, art, reading, and writing.  We also did research on 

penguins and wrote our own books about them.  Mrs. Poston’s class wrote holiday cards to local nursing home       

residents with their 2nd grade class buddies.  Mrs. Randle’s class worked with 5th grade buddies to create directed 

drawings and created shelves for an elf using popsicle sticks and play-doh.  Miss Frapasella’s class studied polar       

animals and each student chose an animal to research and shared their project with the class.  Kindergarteners also 

got to practice their subtraction skills through Subtraction Bowling!                                                  



So many great things have 
been happening here in 2nd 
grade! We had REINDEER 
GAMES day on December 21st.  
The children enjoyed traveling 
from classroom to classroom 
engaging in a variety of litera-
cy based activities.  These ac-
tivities included learning many 
interesting facts about rein-
deer.  The children learned all 

about where reindeer live, what they eat, where they mi-
grate, how they travel, and how much they weigh! The 
children also learned some new reindeer vocabulary like 
tundra, herd, and herbivores. We enjoyed playing a fun 
syllables games too!  They listened to a word and had to decided how many syllables are 
in each word. Story elements we a huge focus for 2nd quarter and we were excited to 
tie this into our reindeer games day.  Children enjoyed listening to a variety of reindeer 
books and discussing the setting, characters, problem, and solution. We are so excited 
to see what 3rd quarter brings!   

During 2nd Quarter, 3rd Grade took a field trip to Joliet Junior College to view their planetarium 
and visit the one room schoolhouse. We learned all about the solar system and worked on many     
projects related to this unit including measuring the distance between planets, learning about a     
telescope, and working on research projects and presenting skills. Also included are pictures of us 
working on computers and performing at our 3rd grade music program! 

ELF on the Shelf STEAM 

Mr. Zachary Gonza-

lez, a Plainfield 

North Science            

teacher and a   

Thomas Jefferson 

dad to Thomas and 

Tanner Gonzalez, 

came in as a Watch 

Dog and did a     

science experiment 

with dry ice in Mrs. 

Michalisko 2nd 

grade and Mrs. 

Poston’s              

kindergarten classes. 



 

The 5th grade curriculum was enriched by the many activities and special guests 
we had this past quarter.  Mr. Mazur gave an outstanding presentation on the 
American Revolutionary War.  Personnel from the Will County Forest Preserve 
District gave two separate presentations:  Native American Uses of Natural Re-
sources and Whose bones?.  We were fortunate to have another visit from the 
Plainfield Library. During this visit, students were able to choose their own adven-
ture as they listened to a story about the American Revolution.  The in-school 
field trips were fun and informative, but we also took a trip to Pilcher Park, where 
students learned about the Underground Railroad. 

     The 2nd quarter has gone by quickly for fourth graders!  We were honored to visit 

with Veterans in November. The students have worked hard on multiplication and 

division facts in math. Students practiced reading skills by using main ideas and de-

tails. They have also learned about U.S. regions and how they’ve been influenced by 

our different cultures. They continue to work together and had a great holiday party 

at the end of the semester!                                                                        



On the ESL Team we have 3 amazing teachers:  Mrs. Salgado, Mrs. Delaney, 

and Mrs. Morris.  With these teachers comes many years of experience.  Mrs. Sal-

gado has been teaching for 9 years, Mrs. Delaney has been a teacher for 18 years 

and Mrs. Morris joined our team this year with 21 years of experience in teaching. 

 This quarter we enjoyed connecting with our ESL families at our Annual ESL 

Breakfast. Some of the topics we discussed were how a child qualifies for ESL, 

what your child’s services look like and ACCESS testing and scores.  Thank you for 

joining us and sharing your questions and ideas.    

We continue to build your students English Proficiency through listening, 

speaking, reading and writing as we meet with them daily.  Lastly, in the end of 

January your child will take the ACCESS test to show us their Language Proficiency 

level.  



 We were honored to have many special guests visit our school for our 2nd annual Veterans 

Day celebration.  Many students brought their Veteran family members for a morning breakfast, an 

all school pledge, and   singing of “America The Beautiful.”  Veterans visited classrooms afterwards 

to share their stories and answer students’ questions.  Thank you Veterans for the great learning 

experience! 

Veterans Day 



TJ students ROCK Red Ribbon Week 

Each year in October schools across America cel-

ebrate Red Ribbon Week.  Mrs. Boozell chaired a 

committee to inspire students to make their fu-

ture drug free.  With a theme of “I love My Drug 

Free Selfie,” framed photos of students decorat-

ed the hallways.  Props were used to create 

“class selfies” that will be featured in the year-

book.  This was a week staff and students will 

always remember. 

Students kicked off the week by taking a pledge 

to stay drug-free.  Spirit dress days and fun give-

aways included “peace out, ”team up against” 

and “lei off” drugs.   The most important messag-

es of the week were generated by the students 

themselves.  The Kindness Rocks project was 

brought to life.  Students brought in rocks on 

which they wrote positive words and inspiration-

al sayings.  The premise of the project is that 

“one message at just the right time can change 

your entire day…..outlook….Life!”  Our rocks will 

appear on the school grounds this spring.  The 

project encourages people to “take one, share 

one or add one to the pile.”   

Peace Out 

Related Services Social Language groups 

Communication between people involves social language.  This allows us 
to understand what a person is telling us and respond appropriately to    
messages.  Underneath interactions are a set of rules that people follow, 
often without realizing the skills they are using.  Pragmatic language re-
fers to the verbal and non-verbal rules that dictate our social interac-
tions. 

The speech therapists and social worker meet with students in Social    
Language groups.  They focus on pragmatic language.  Students practice 
the rules of turn taking, knowing how to open a conversation, and how 
to end it.  Students learn it is important to stay on topic and observe 
their conversational partner’s interest in the topic.  Rather than focus 
only on their I nterests, social language means developing an interest in 
what the other person is interested in.  This ‘give and take’ rule in con-
versation    impacts social relationships.   

Students had fun focusing on the holidays during December groups with 
activities such as “Ho Ho Uh Oh” social scenarios.  They analyzed social  
situations for rules involving “red thoughts/green thoughts” which help 
us socially filter our thoughts.  We consider the thoughts and feelings of    
others when deciding what we might keep in our head instead of saying 
out loud.   



Try these holiday situations at home. Would you see green and “go ahead” to 
share your thoughts or put on your “brain brakes” ? 

Grandma gives you a gift of a sweater.  You don’t like the color at all.  Would 
you  

A) tell grandma that she has awful taste because the sweater is an ugly 
color 

B) thank grandma for giving you a sweater 

Your friend offers you a candy cane.  Would you say: 

A) “anyone who eats candy canes is dumb.  They are the worst candy ev-
er.” 

B) “No thanks, I don’t like the taste of candy canes.”  

You and your brother are wrapping gifts.  You notice that your brother’s pa-
per is uneven. 

A) “Can I show you a different way to wrap that gift?  It’s super easy.” 

B) “You aren’t good at wrapping.  That looks pretty sloppy.” 


